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This report was commissiondy{ dzi G 2 y Qa 2 RYRywBO§ I NXE { dzi
in response to atartling increase in violence and abuse against women and girls across
the borough.Reclaim Siion@ Streets area group of local women whose aim is to
combat violence against women and girlhe latestfiguresrecorded by both our
organisationshow a more than 70% increaseviolence and abuse since lockdown.

We wanted to understand what this behaviour looks fike (02 SELJ 2 NB
experiences in a multitude of settings and to use this information to start conversations
and, more important, action, tbuild a safer Sutton for women and girls.

We wanted evidence to put before policymakers, police and politicians, to bring
62YSyQa SELISNASYyOSa TNRyld | yR phémhgant 6K
design, policingtransport and educatiorand much more.

We know the information in this report will be vital to those discussions. It will be vital
to those bringingup young girls, Yy G Ay 3 62YSy Qa odzaAAySaa | 2
nighttime economies, those creating safe spaces to work and play and to travel.

¢CKA&d NBLER2NL ¢gAfft o0S fFdzyOKSR |0 2dzNJ W.
conference on Thursday November 30, 20281 we will be announcing a series of
further events soon afterwards to maintain momentum.
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Women in Sutton

On average, women make up 52%tloé adult population of the London Borough of
Sutton!In the last 12 months there have been 1,8&8nestic abuse counts, where the

majority was categosed as a domestic abuse repphtaving 474casesas W NB LJ2 NJi
domestic abuse casesth violence with sustained injury

w»

Population density in Sutton
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Figure 1. Number of ysual residents per square kilometre gs of the 2021
Census, showing population density by neighbourhood in Sutton.
Source: ONS, 2022. Crown copyright 2023. OS 0100019252

Figurel: London Borough of Sutton Population density (2023)

1 Sutton Councilkey Data Sutton Dat&Gender 2023 (accessed Nov 2023).
2Monthly Crime Data New Cats bietropolitan Police Servicéaccessed Nov 2023)



https://data.sutton.gov.uk/mps-key-data/#:~:text=Women%20make%20up%20about%2052,at%20the%20age%20of%2080.
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/metropolitan.police.service/viz/MonthlyCrimeDataNewCats/Coversheet

Of interest is the distribution of black and minority ethnic groups across the London
Borough of Sutton as this helpseate a narrative around areas targetinterventions
to support women in specific regions.

Percentage of residents from Asian, Black, Mixed/ Multiple and White non-British
ethnic backgrounds in Sutton, by ward 4D - ‘
= St Helier \

Sti Helier: Hackbridge:
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Figure 7. Ama e o
Sutton as of the 2021 Census, Source: ONS, 2023.

Figure2: Distribution of Population via Ethnic backgrounds excluding White

Trends in reported cases of violence and abuse

There were 1,83 domestic violence offencdsetween 2022to 2023 in the borough of
Sutton.Offences are trending up, witheaksover the summer monthdt is difficult to
ascertainwhy and howthesetrends seem to increase in warmer weatReBetween
2018/19 and 2020/21, there were 250 hospital admissions for violent crin&utton

3 Monthly Crime Data New Catspndon Borough of Suttqi2023



https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/metropolitan.police.service/viz/MonthlyCrimeDataNewCats/Coversheet

(42.1 per 100,000), comparable to the rate in London (44.3 per 100,000), and England
(41.9 per 100,000).

TheLondon Borough of Sutton hadsom July 2022 to 2022 significanteporting of all
thosecrimes related to violence and sexual offences.

Crime count by type for Sutton (Jul-22 - Jun-23)
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Figure3: Crime Count by Region (London Borough of Sutton), 2023

4 Sutton Strategic Needs Assessment Borough Pradileer determinants of healthpg. 30.



https://data.sutton.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Online-version-Suttons-Strategic-Needs-Assessment-Borough-Profile-1.pdf

A.Survey Responses

There were 476 response®llected from July tdNovember 2023rom respondents
working and living around the London Borough of Sufftve. survey was designed in
O2ftfF 02N 0A2Y GAGK | {ydil meSOTt 2 A WS y{eaedi ¢hy yQ&E N
priority needs to understand A 0 62 YSy Qa LIS INIDSUalidanBgréugh? T 2
of Sutton (ii) safety at shops and facilities (both indoor and outdoor spaces), (iii) police
presence that reinforces a sense of safety, (iv) types of harassment and oftbates

are less obvious reportable offences, and (v) curtesridsand behaviours womefeel

the need to takeinclusive of recommendations to promote greater awareness and
security.

LY
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facilitation and promotion of the survey to the local community. The following is a
summary of the demographic features whigggregate the characteristics of the
respondents.

1. Age of respondents

frequency
40 60 80 100

20

o
Under 18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 535-64 65+

Most respondents came from womegadult to mature adult age groups) between 35 to
64 years of age.



2. Length of time being a resident in Sutton

200

50
1

frequency
1

100

50

Al

Under 5 years 5to 10 years 10 to 15 years 15 to 20 years Over 20 years

While respondents ha® been on average living in Suttbetween 5 to 15 years, most
resporses came from women whbave been living in the region for longer than 20
years.

3. Regional distribution of responsey current residents

Reponses to the survey were by public appeal based on local community areas, outreach
services, partners of Suttch2 YSy Qa / SYGNB I yR wSOflAY {
Action, other charity and community organisatiorad public services. Therefore, the
responses collected were not specifically targetedhsy 20 wards oregion oracross

the borough
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50
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Stonecot and Sutton Common.

4. Regional distribution ofasponses bywomen (currently working)
In Sutton

Almost 50% of the respondents did not work in Suttdtiore than 30% of the
respondents in the Sutton Town Centre and in Wallington worked locally in the region
For respondents fromall the other wardsonly 10% to 20% worked in the locaita

frequency
150 200 250

100

50
L

0
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While the data isnot identified in the diagram above, respondents were also asked to
comment on ommon regions wheréhey Bocialise or visitvhich areinclusive of all the
wards in SuttonParticipantddentified that some of the places they vigibuld include
parks,shopsand museums or local sites of interest.

5. Ethnicity of respondents

frequency
300 400
1 Il

200
1

100
1

o ---—_

White Black or African Asian Mixed ethnicity Other ethnicity

While the majority of respondents were from white backgroundbe demographic
splits have been able to indicate patterned responses from theem fblack and
minority ethnic backgrounds.
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6. Sexual orientation of respondents

frequency
300 400

200

100

o -

Heterosexual Lesbian Bisexual Other orientation

Most women were heterosexuall K2 84S K2 NBalLR2yRSR
pansexual or aro.

7. Respondents with a known disability

o
o
<

200 300

frequency

100

o 4
Have disability No disability

The maority of womenresponded asiot having a disability or a known disability.

12
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8. Respondents who are mothers

300
L

200
1

frequency

100
L

o -

Have children No children

We were interested in understanding how perceptions of safety varied between
respondents who were mothers and those who were not.

Overall, the above demographics have been used to hehnab/sethe responses the
guestions for the rest of the survey.
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B.Perceptions of Safet

We were interested in understanding the movements of women across the local region
which includedhow women spend their timaluring different parts of the day for
different purposes. The following gives an overvieveetings osafetywhen related to

time of the dayor night.

9. Feeling safe where ydive

(=
s

30
1

percent
20
1

10
1

Day only Night only Both day and night Unsure

Responses frorthose who lived in their regigrirom where they based their responses,
showed theyfelt that the area was more likely to be safe during the day and the night.
There is a common assumption that familiantyth a region gives reassurances of
safety. However, we found that women did not consistently feel this was the case
depending on their activities (as in the facilities being accessed) and the time of day of
the activities.

14



10. Feeling safe where yowuork

percent
30 40 50
1 1 1

20
1

10
1

Day only Both day and night Unsure

However, those who worked in Sutton wards found it to be mostly safe during the day
but expressedess confidence in feeling saédout the same areaat night. One can
comment that familiaritywith the areaplays a strong role in terms @fomen feeling

safe during the day and the night.

11.Feeling safe where yousit or socialis

o
n

40
1

percent

20
1

10
1

Day only Night only Both day and night Unsure

In common with theesponses abov@bout women feeling safe where they worked, it
seems thatwith regard toareas that are less frequentedr those that arevisited for

15



recreational purposesnostrespondents indicated feeling more safe during the daytime
than atnight.

16



CSafatty shops and f aci

We asked women abowgafetywhen visiting shops and using local facilities thaght
access on dailyor regularbasis. We were interested in understandihgome of these
facilities posedinseen threats and if there were any underlying trends in termsiutt
these facilities were used fam relation to how safe a space they were perceit@te.

12.Indoorgoodsand services

Respondents found that facilities available in the spaces likegiwere generally quite
safe and they were largely comfortablan these areas. When compared to places
respondentsvisit versus work, the places that were used for recreation were ranked as
being more safe (for less frequent visits) thahere peoplewvorked

Indoor Goods & . Where respondents ...
. Perceived
Services
. Safety
Facilities Live Work Visit / Socialise
Supermarkets
Very safe
Restaurants 66%
Shopping Centres 59%
High Street Shops Reasonably safe 59% 24% 41%
Libraries 60% 22% 35%
Gyms Requires 36% 12% 32%
Pubs alertness 36% 16% 26%

Clubs . .
) Requires caution
Casinos

On average women found theafestspaces to besupermarkets This does indicate an
area where women might feel most at comfort and ease. This was closely followed by
restaurants indicated asvery safe spacesvhether where women lived, worked, or
visited. Libraries, shopping centresand high street shopswere reported to be
reasonablysafe spaces. However, there was more hesitation about safety in gyms and
pubs or bars which require moadertness with respondents feeling relatively less safe

in those areas where they worked than where they lived or visited tdhesse services.

17



The placeghat raisemost anxiety, or where women felt the need to have the most
cautionwere clubsand casinoswhere women expressediewsacross the boardhat
they did notfeel safe in any of these spaces where they lived, worked, or visited.

13. Outdoorfacilities and services

We asked aboubutdoor facilities and services that might be used during both day and
night times to gain a sense of how safety vabhesveen times of the day.

Outdt-)or Spaces Perceived Safety Where respondents...

(Daytime) Live Work Visit / Socialise

Bus Stops Reasonably safe

Streets 41%
Rail Stations . 39%|
Parks Requires alertness i
Alleyways Requires caution

During the day, bus stops were considered reasonablyssates by comparison to other
facilities. This was closely followed by stigetvhich were still considered safe during
the day even for those respondents who were visiting an awamen found that
alertness was required during the day at rail stations and parks. Alleyways were
considered areas of danger which require caution even in spaces that were quite familiar
and frequented by women.

Of interest is how these spaces were perceived as being safe during the Raght
instance, no areas were identified as being reasonably safe at night. Womendmeaxi

that required attention were rail stations, bus stops and streets, which means bus stops
moved from being a position of reasonably safety during the day to not as safe during
the night.

Outdoor Spaces Where respondents...

. Perceived Safe
(Night) v Visit / Socialise
Rail Stations
Bus Stops Requires alertness
Streets
Parks . .

Requires caution

Alleyways

18



Women found that parks and alleyways were areas that required more caution and were

not safe during the night regardless of how familiar they were with the area (live, work
or visit).

19



D . Poli ce presence to

We were interested to knowin the last 12 monthshow police presence plag a role
in making women feel safer in the Sutton regi@amd if yes how would this presence
need topresentto bring about eetter sense of safety.

14. Number of officers

Women generally foungbolice presence in pairs to be deemed as reinforcing general
safety. Of interest is that one officer presend&l not bring a sense of more safety
compared to that of multiple or up to 5 officers.

percent
0 20 40 60
1 1 1 1
q‘ _

It is worth noting across wards that preferences of police numbers difféoednstance
comparing responses from women based in Wallington to those in Carshalton. The
Wallington responses show moigeneral variancebout having police presence (in
general).

20



Wallington Responses

When this is compared to the responses from women based in Carshalton, it is evident
that respondentdeel safer with officer presence in pairs.

CarshaltonResponses

Giventhe facts about the London murder of Sarah Everard in a public space with a
perpetrator with links to the police foréave have decided to also ask about safety in
regard to police numbers but also police gender.

5 Metropolitan Response to issues raised by the crimes of Wayne Couzerss//www.met.police.uk/notices/met/our
responseto-issuesraisedby-the-crimesof-waynecouzens/
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